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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

ñI was glad when they said to me, óLet us go to the house of the LORD!ôò   Psalm 122:1 (NRSV).    

May the same spirit of gladness be in the hearts of all who read this newsletter. 

 

Then Jesus said, Godôs kingdom is like seed thrown on a field by someone who then goes to bed and 

forgets about it.  The seed sprouts and grows ï the one who planted it has no idea how it happens.   

The earth does it all without any help: first a green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain.  

When the grain is fully formed, he or she reaps it ï it is harvest time! 

Mark 2:26-34, The Message 
 

 As the summer draws to a close, I have a tendency to dread the end of the growing 

season even as I continue to enjoy the flowers, fruits, and vegetables it produces.  This year I 

decided to grow my tomato plants from seed for the first time.  I got a late start and wondered as 

I put my young plants in the ground how they could possibly survive, much less thrive.  They 

were so thin and spindly.  It has taken some time but now they are tall, strong plants, bearing 

fruit.  What a miracle! 
 

 I am even more awestruck by those flowers in my garden that re-seed themselves year 

after year - the four oôclocks that I planted for my daughter years ago and the angel trumpets 

that were given to me by a dear older friend.  Both of these plants bear and drop seed at the end 

of the summer.  Miraculously the seed lies dormant in the ground during the cold, dark days of 

winter, through ice and snow, until the spring warmth and rain awakens them again to sprout 

and grow into the beautiful plants that grace my garden. 
 

 As was often his practice, Jesus chose a common occurrence to explain to his disciples 

something important about the kingdom of God.   God is at work even when we are not aware 

and even when we have forgotten about the seeds that we have planted.  Sometimes, that means 

that through the hard times of life, we may not see the fruit of our labors as we strive to do the 

right thing but as Godôs time enfolds, that seed spouts and grows producing the fruit of Godôs 

kingdom. 
 

 As First Presbyterian Church goes forward into the future, I know that the seeds that 

you have already planted by your faithfulness in worship, fellowship, service, and mission will 

continue to grow and bear fruit all to Godôs glory.  Godôs steadfast mercy and faithfulness con-

tinue to all generations. 
 

 I am excited to be a part of your journey and look forward to getting to know every-

one.  Please take time to introduce yourself to me and let me know if there is anything I can do 

for you. 
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Charlotte OôNeil 

Interim Pastor 

  

Rev. Charlotte OôNeil will usually be at the church on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday.  On Friday, she will be working from her 

home on sermon preparation and planning for the next week.  She can 

be reached at home 614-263-6484 or on her cell phone 614-561-5085.  

Please do not hesitate to call her if you need to reach her.   
 

As First Presbyterian Church Goes Forward é.. 
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August Attendance  

02ndð189       

09thð 70 

16thð85 

23thð89  

30thð100 

 

 

 
 

September Meetings: 

Å The Deacons will meet on                  

Tuesday, September 8th, 2009 at 

7:00 p.m. 

Å The Board of Trustees  will 

meet Monday, September 14th, 

2009 at 7:00 p.m.  

Å Presbyterian Women will meet 

Thursday, September 17th, 2009 

at 1:30p.m. at the home of Sue 

Maddux. 

Å The Session  will meet Thurs-

day, September 24th, 2009 at 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Larry Bishop Becky Mount 

Butch Roberts Lois Boyer  

Paul Piper Paul Engle 

Helen Morgan Evelyn Taylor 

Richard Keiser Hershel Taylor 

Elizabeth Caulley Carol Reno 

Rev. Wendell Hurley Barbara Seitz 

Jane Dunn Pam Ritchy 

Emma Takacs Vernie Wade 

Evanelle James Virgil Crutcher 

Debbie Wollam  will take prayer requests 

from 5:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m. by 

phone at (740)335-5085. 
 

  Please share this info with any members 

of our church, family members, and 

friends to help keep everyone up to date. 
 

 Letôs pray for our congregation and espe-

cially for the church leaders to continue 

to seek Godôs guidance. 
 

God bless you prayer warriors! 
 

E-mail Prayer Chain 
 

  In order to keep our Prayer Chain 

via email going, please email your 

requests to fpcprayers@sbcglobal.net.   

I will be able to receive any emails 

where I am on a 24/7 basis.  Also I have 

other church members who are willing and 

able to back me up with our prayer chain via 

email. 
 

  Also, please remember that Bonnie Arnold 

will take prayer requests from 8:00 a.m. 

through 5:00 p.m. at (740) 335-3218  and 

E-mail Prayer Chain  

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session 

(740)505-3698 or mact1905@yahoo.com 

 

Thank You 

Catherine Glass wishes to thank so many of 

you for your expressions of sympathy at the 

recent death of her brother, William Piper.  It 

has been most comforting to have the church 

family's love and support. 

Special dates: 

 

 

Å Labor Day, September 7, 2009  
 

 

Å Patriot Day (remembrance of Sept. 11), September 11, 

   2009  
 

 

Å National Grandparents Day, September 13, 2009  
 

 

Å National Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15- 

  October 15, 2009  
 

 

Å First Day of Autumn, September  22, 2009  
 

 

mailto:fpcprayers@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mact1905@yahoo.com
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A Congregational Meeting was held in the church sanctuary on Sunday, August 2, 2009 following the morning service.  The 

Reverend Rudolph Smith, Moderator, opened the meeting at 11:50 a.m. with prayer.    

 

 There was a quorum present. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to have a Meeting of the Corporation to vote on the proposed Mediation Agreement be-

tween the Fayette County Memorial Hospital and our church in regards to the Blakeley Estate Funds. 

 

M/S/C  to suspend with the Congregational Meeting for the purpose stated. 

 

Les Bloedel, served as the presiding officer on behalf of the Board of Trustees for this Meeting of the Corporation.  Mem-

bers of the congregation had received copies of the mediation agreement on July 26, 2009.  (Attached to these minutes is a 

copy of the executed agreement.) 

 

M/S/  to vote in favor or opposed of the Mediation Agreement as presented. 

 

It was understood that the Board of Trustees will be responsible for reports to show what is being done with these funds.  

Mr. Bloedel asked the members to contact him or the other trustees as to any concerns that they may have in the future 

about financial matters. 

 

M/S/C  Call to vote.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Paper ballots including fifteen (15) proxy votes were counted. 

 

Motion carried in favor of the Mediation Agreement.  Seventy-seven (77) in favor, six (6) opposed, and one (1) ab-

stained. 

 

M/S/C  to suspend with the Meeting of the Corporation. 

 

It was M/S  to adjourned. Reverend Smith closed the meeting with prayer at 12:10 a.m. 

 

 

Moderator______________________________ 

Reverend Rudolph Smith 

 

 

Presiding Officer for Meeting of the Corporation______________________________ 

Les Bloedel, Trustee 

 

 

Clerk of Session _____________________________ 

Arlene Coil Thompson 

 

 

 

Note:  The Mediation members are awaiting a court date to hear the judges recommendation or approval of the Mediation 

           Agreement.  As of August 26, 2009 the Mediation members are still awaiting a court date. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

Meeting of the Corporation  
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Session Wants You to Know é.. 

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea 

of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon called Peter and his brother 

Andrew. They were casting a net into 

the lake, for they were fishermen. 

ñCome, follow me,ò Jesus said, ñand 

I will make you fishers of men.ò  At 

once they left their nets and followed 

him. 
 

Session Wants You to Knowé. 

  If you have any questions and/or 

concerns about your church, please 

remember that the leadership teamé

the Session, Trustees, Deacons, Clerk 

of Session are available to answer the 

questions.  We may not have the an-

swers immediately, but we will try to 

get the answers. 

Please contact me at  

mact1905@yahoo.com  or phone 

740.505.3698. 
 

  With this newsletter in hand, I hope 

you will learn what your fellow 

church members are doing in various 

ways of being disciples for Him. 

Members took action and accom-

plished getting a new cross placed on 

the steeple.  Many members have 

continued to operate a soup kitchen 

on Wednesday nights, as well as the 

food pantry on Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday afternoons.  The Strategic 

Planning Committee has been mov-

ing forward guiding our congregation 

to discern Godôs will for all of us 

here at First Presbyterian.  Members 

of the Stewardship Committee are 

coordinating this yearôs program.  

The music ministry is excited and 

ready to go with the variety of choirs 

for you to join.  The Women Associa-

tion is also continuing to serve in so 

many ways the mission of the church. 

The Boy Scouts here at First Presby-

terian are reporting to us about their 

activities.  Christian Growth Council 

has the new Sunday School staff 

ready to start.  And our Interim Pastor 

Search Committee completed its du-

ties with the call being accepted by 

Reverend Charlotte OôNeil. 
 

  Reverend Charlotte OôNeil said she 

is excited to be a part of our journey 

into our next pages of history for the 

First Presbyterian Church.  Let all of 

us welcome her and be a part of the 

excitement she feels. I ask you to 

review this newsletter and give 

thanks to the members who have al-

ready chosen to leave their fishing 

nets and follow Him.  If per chance 

you have not left your fishing nets, 

please consider joining in one of the 

church activities and enjoy following 

Him. 

For Him, 

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session 

 

 

Rev. Charlotte O'Neil -  

our new Interim Pastor 

  The past four weeks have 

been busy for the Interim Pas-

tor Search Committee.  The 

committee consisting of Eld-

ers, Mary Stolsenberg, Warren 

Craig, and Dick Glass and 

Trustee, Carol Halliday were 

appointed by the Session at the 

July 23 meeting to find an 

interim pastor to guide us through the 

coming year or so as we go through 

the process of finding a new full-time 

pastor.  With assistance from the 

presbytery office to find qualified 

candidates, the committee was led to 

and interviewed two possible candi-

dates, and with God's guidance have 

asked Rev. Charlotte O'Neil to lead 

us through this time of our congrega-

tion's life.  The committee is very 

excited about Rev. O'Neil's willing-

ness to be part of our mission to the 

community.  Rev. O'Neil will begin 

her time with us starting on Tuesday, 

August 25.  Her first Sunday to lead 

worship will be Sunday, August 30. 
 

  Rev. O'Neil lives in Columbus and 

will be commuting back and forth.  

Charlotte's husband, John, teaches 

Latin at St. Charles H.S. in Colum-

bus.  The O'Neil's have two children - 

Patrick who is 23 and currently living 

at home and working and Ellie who is 

18 and has just begun her freshman 

year at Wooster College.  Charlotte is 

a graduate of the Ohio State Univer-

sity with a bachelor's degree in social 

welfare and worked in social services 

for many years.  God's call on her life 

led her to the ministry, and she re-

ceived her Master of Divinity degree 

from the Methodist Theological 

School in Ohio in 2003 and she was 

ordained in the Presbyterian Church 

in 2004.  She has served 3 churches 

since that time, the most recent being 

a very short term interim position at 

the New California Presbyterian 

Church in Marysville, OH and an 

almost two year interim position at 

the Old Stone Presbyterian Church in 

Delaware, OH.  She is currently fin-

ishing up a second term on the Pres-

bytery Council where she serves as 

recording secretary and also serves as 

a member of the Presbytery New 

Church Development and Church 

Transformation Committee.  Before 

entering the ordained ministry, Char-

lotte served as both an Elder and a 

Deacon in her home church.  There 

are not too many ordained pastors 

that can make that claim about their 

service to the church. 
 

  The Search Committee's hope and 

prayer is that all of the members of 

First Presbyterian will come and 

warmly welcome Rev. Charlotte 

O'Neil to our congregation and to-

gether we will continue to discern 

God's will for our lives and the life of 

the congregation as we continue to 

serve as the hands and feet of Jesus to 

our community and the world.  One 

of the best ways to do that is to be in 

worship on Sunday morning to wel-

come Rev. O'Neil and a new era in 

our church history. 

Submitted by Dick Glass, Seach 

Committee Chair 
 

 

              

             Stewardship Committee 

Meeting 

  The Stewardship Committee of the 

Session met recently to begin prepa-

rations for the fall stewardship pro-

gram.  We will be following through 

with the second year of The New 

Consecration Sunday program used 

in 2008.  The New Consecration Sun-

 




