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AUGUST 2009

' The Deacon Beacon

N THE YEAR OF OUR LORD

Your church has been a very busy church the last few months and will continue to be bu
busier. This newsletter will include reports from the various boards and councils to let y¢

will inform you what is being planned.

| hope you will read this newsletter and feel not only informed but the willingness to get i

the leader(s) and find out how you can help with an upcoming event.

In the weeks ahead, an Interim Pastor Search Committee, will be looking for the individu
will become our spiritual leader through the period of seeking another to accept the callir

know what business of the church has been happening. And more importantly, this news

ABe stil]l before t he L orsach37amid. wa
Sessi on Wants You to Know
iYou are the light of the world. A city on ja hill cannot
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the san
your light shine before men, that they may s b|
Matthew 5:146
Session Wants You to Knowé.

volved. Involvement could be calling or writing a note to any of the leaders of the boards and
councils and give them your support with a compliment. Even better have a conversation with

al who
1g to

join us as our future pastor. Dick Glass, Mary Stolsenberg, Warren Craig, and Carol Ha
have volunteered to become the Interim Pastor Committee members. Please keep thes
in prayer as they will represent all of us in this very important task.

| want to share with you that at the Session regular meeting, J&lyR28erend Dana Knapp,
Executive Presbyter, gave our church and community a wonderful compliment. He said

ber of applicants. He said our church has a lot going for it, our programs and our memb

House isnét a shabby place at all to ca
It is true the First Presbyterian Churc
members are involved with the Food Pantry, Wednesday Night Free Suppers, Boy Scol

gram, a Vacation Bible School, and our outstanding music department.

| understand that the new cross on the steeple will be going up soon. With a new roof a
building improvements, it is starting to look like we are getting ready for a party! And, thq
will be a party in 2013! This church has been here since 1813 and once there was a cros
steeple. We will learn more about that history some other day. But for now, just think a
cross will be there for us and others to see. When looking up at the cross, may we all re
to give praise to our Father in heaven, and commit ourselves to help today to have this ¢
for future generations.

Again, | hope you will read this newsletter and feel informed and will want to be involved
Please speak to the leaders in person or pick up the phone and call.

For Him,

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session

could only imagine in the search for a new pastor that we should expect an overwhelming{gufy 18 19 20 21 22

number is considered a large one for this community. And, he added that Washington g,
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Caring For Our

Church Family

o

)/

Paul Piper Paul Engle

Helen Morgan Evelyn Taylor
Richard Keiser Hershel Taylor
Elizabeth Caulley Carol Reno
Rev. Wendell Hurley ~ Barbara Seitz
Jane Dunn Pam Ritchy
Emma Takacs Vernie Wade

Evanelle James Virgil Crutcher

July Attendance
05" 86
12" 105
19" 121
19" 100 Congregational Meeting
26" 100

Mecfing of Corporation

following
Worshlip Service

Sunday, August 2nd,

e-mail

—
—

[

Meetings for August:
A The Board of
meet Monday, August 102009
at 7:00 p.m.
A The Deacons |wi
Tuesday, August 1" 2009 at
7:00 p.m.
A The Session

day, August 2, 2009 at 6:00
p.m.

*Don’t tell him but we acd dentally ordered his wobe from ahospital supply catalog,”

from Jengfoe o sd sttercomm
@Dik Laline
Reprinted with permission

Trus

E-mail Prayer Chain fpcprayers@sbc global.net

E-mail Prayer Chain

In order to keep our Prayer Chain via

email going, please email your requests to
fpcprayers@sbcglobal.netl will be able to

receive any emails where | am on a 24/7

basis. Also | have other church members
who are willing and able to back me up w

our prayer chain via email.

Also, please remember that Bonnie Arn
will take prayer requests from 8:00 a.m.
through 5:00 p.m. at (740) 38218 and
Debbie Wollam will take prayer requests

from 5:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m. by
phone at (740)335085.

Please share this info with any memb
of our church, family members, and
friends to help keep everyone up to da

ithLet 6s pray for ou
cially for the church leaders to continue
to seek Goddés gui
o] s|

God bless you prayer warriors!

[9)

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session

(740)5053698 ormact1905@yahoo.com

spe-
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Congregational Meeting Sunday, July 19, 2009

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, July 19, 2009

A Congregational meeting was held in the church sanctuary on Sunday, July 19, 2009 following the morniregGheairs
person of the Committee on Ministry for the Presbytery of Scioto Valley, Elder Bill Acklin served as the ntioaleraéds
ing with prayer at 11:35 a.m.

There were one hundred church members in attendance at the beginning of the meeting. There was a quorum pr|

There were two purposes for this meeting. One purpose was to have the Trustees to give a report about thaiBfak
status. The other purpose was to ask the congregation for approval of the dissolution and severance agreeotaat
D. Phillips.

Trustees Carol Halliday and Les Bloedel presented facts to the congregation about the Blakeley Estateclitiesirtpes
history and the timeline leading up to the current status of the mediation meetings with the Fayette Countyh®eraer
diation representatives had mutually agreed to take a break and resume mediations on July 21, 2009. It wdsemdsg
trustees, Carol Halliday, Les Bloedel and Norm Chaney who were representing the church were keeping the sthe
sion members informed; but the representatives for both parties had been instructed by the court that tredyoandisthd
could not discuss the matter outside their meetings. Many good questions from the church members were asked

The following was read by the Clerk and became a motion on the floor without a second being required.

M/
To accept Michael Phillipséd resignation i mmedi at

year of cash salary, housing allowance, board of pensions, and accrued continuing education balance; and
written severance termination agreement will state that it was his choice to resign.

There was much discussion with questions answered by both the Moderator and Elders.

M/S/for a call of the questidmotion failed.More discussion and questions followed.

M/S/Cor a call of the question. Unanimous vote was received on the motion to vote on the question.

Paper ballots were distributed and collected. The ballots were reported to show the following:

61 In favor of the dissolution and severance agreement; 22 Opposed of the dissolution and severance agrakment
Motion carried.

It wadVi/Sto adjourn. Moderator Bill Acklin closed the meeting with prayer at 12:40 a.m.
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Moderator Bill Acklin asked the Clerk of Session to read the motion that was approved at the Session S{éciz008eg¢ting on July
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Church Reports & rNews

Strategic Planning
Committee

Report of the Home
Meetings

The Strategic Planning
Committee has com-
pleted the first step of
the process outlined in the guide,
"Discerning Your Congregation's Futur

guide is designed to help us as a congf
gation develop a common vision that
begins with a theology of discernment
our relationship with God. Planning for
ministry is a spiritual discernment proc-
ess. The "business" of the church is to
market its unchanging producthe Good
News to people who live in an ever
changing environment. We are asking
guestion, "What does God want us to d
and be in this place at this time in our
history?"

This first step was the home meetings
where about 60 members of the congre
tion completed the "Congregational
Health Inventory" and discussed them i
six small group settings. Jennifer Pierg
Scott Iverson, and Dick Glass served a
facilitators for these meetings along wit
scribes- Melody Farmer, Roger Thomp+
son, and Debbie Wollam, and several
themes emerged. Although a couple o
these overriding themes were not a sur
prise, it is important to get them in front
of us all as a congregation as we contin
the next steps of the process of discern
God's will for First Presbyterian Church
as we journey into the future. Will it be
an exciting journey with God leading us
guiding us, pushing us to find better an
maybe even new ways to serve Him?

Following are the overriding large
themes that emerged from the home m
ings.

1. There is an overall desire for more
effective leadership pastoral, youth,
spiritual and administrative.

2. Areas of strength to be built upon
- music ministry
- adult Sunday school opportunities
- love and caring for each other

3. Areas of concern (in no particular
order)

- membership
- lack of commitment by members
- finances

a Strategic and Spiritual Approach”. This
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- communication

Again, these 3 areas reflect the overa
large themes that were brought out ove
and over in the home meetings and be

through the next steps of the process o
discerning God's will and direction for
this congregation. There were many
other things brought up that will be
looked at as the process continues.

able to participate in this first step. You
will be given the opportunity to partici-
pate in the second step, "An Evening o
Historical Reflection", where we will
look back to discern the presence of G
within our congregation throughout our
fhistory. More will be coming about this
soon.

1 e Bedhafi

The Mediation for the Blakely Trust ha
been completed between the Church a
the Fayette Memorial Hospital. On Aug
2, 2009 we will hold a Corporation Mee
ing of the congregation to vote on the
mediation terms. The splitting of the
funds will be a 50/50 split. We will acce
proxy votes from congregational mem-
ebers but these votes must be returned
glj]g Church prior to the voting on Augus
2"

The terms of agreement are written ol
and if they are accepted by our Congre
tion, the Board of Trustees at the Fayet
Memorial Hospital and the Attorney Ge|
erals Office, the final agreement to be
»presented to Probate Court will be com
pleted by the lawyers representing the
hospital and the church at which time t

port.
Carol Halliday, Trustee Chair and
Members of Mediatiod Carol Halliday,

tees

to provide a focus for us as we continue

The committee thanks those who were

Judge may either accept or reject or sug-
gest areas of amendment. We ask all to
pray about this information and attempt t
discern how God is leading us in dealing
with this situation. It has been a long and
tedious task and we are committed to do
what is in the best interest for our church

Thank you all for your patience and sup-

Norman Chaney and Les Bloedel, Trus-
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"Presbyterians in the Park"

Scioto Valley (PSV) is having its 2nd
annual summer worship service called
"Presbyterians in the Park". It is being

ship committee (Dick Glass has been
Presbyterians from across the PSV to
od
This year's gathering is being held at
Blendon Woods Metro Park between

with worship being held about 5:00.

Chancel Choir will be leading the musi
along with choir members from other

to join us.
nd
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The Rev. Robina Winbush who serve

ment of Ecumenical and Agency Rela-
pt

0| who went to sing. We hope that many

tion will be made at worship in August.
t
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Choir Notes
Where has the

time for the choirs t

the fall. The Chan-
cel Choir will have its first August re-
hearsal on Wednesday the 12th to re-

e

worship service on Sunday the 16th.

day the 26th with the choir singing at
worship on August 30.

rehearsing on Wed., Sept. 16 at 5:00.

ten through 5th grade. The youth bell
choirs under the direction of Melody

On Sunday, August 16 the Presbytery

planned and sponsored by the PSV wag
serving for 2 years) as an opportunity f
gather together for an afternoon of fun,
food, fellowship and, of course, worshiy
Westerville and Gahanna from 3 to 6 p
There will be snack foods, games for th

kids and a time to meet other Presbyte
ans. Dick Glass and members from ou

churches around the Presbytery that cc

as the director of the PC(USA) Depart-
tions will be the speaker for the service.
We had a good crowd from WCH atten
last year along with our choir members

you will be able to join us for this year's
event. Announcements about transporta-

summer gone? ltis

begin gearing up fo

yhearse for the "Presbyterians in the Pa

Regular rehearsals will begin on Wedn

The Clarion Ringers handbell choir will
begin rehearsals on Wed., Sept. 2 at 6

Joyful Hearts children's choir will begin

Joyful Hearts is for children in kinderga
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