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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 

ñMay I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the worldò (Galatians 6:14, NRSV). 

 

When people find out that I am in Interim Minister, I get lots of questions. 
 

 Some of my friends and colleagues, other ministers, ask how difficult it is for me to 
serve a congregation for a short, undetermined amount of time.  Is it hard to get to know people 
as quickly as you need to?  Is it hard to know that the work you begin will be finished by some-

one else?  It is hard to say goodbye at the end of your time with a church? 
 

 And of course, you understand the questions that the churches that I serve ask.  Why 
do we have an interim pastor?  How long will we need to wait until we can call our next pastor?  
Are we limited in what we can do, as a congregation, during this interim time?  And for some, 

why canôt we call you to be our pastor? 
 

 When I talk to my colleagues and friends about the work that I do as an interim minis-
ter, I realize how much I am called to this specialized ministry.  I enjoy the challenge in getting to 
know a church family quickly ï both the people and the unique situations that congregations find 
themselves.  I know firsthand from an experience in my youth, that the church can be a disap-
pointing and hurtful place.  But I also know firsthand that the church is also an incredible vehicle 
for Godôs healing ï both for individuals and for the congregation itself.  And I do miss the congre-
gations that I have served.  But, I am happy when a congregation is ready to call their next pas-

tor knowing that the work we have begun together will continue.  
 

 I know that many of you are asking questions about this interim time.  I also know that I 
donôt have all the answers.  Your Session last year, decided in consultation with the Presbyteryôs 
Committee on Ministry to engage an Interim Pastor to help the congregation heal and to work on 
some things that will help in calling your new minister.  Thatôs how I ended up at First Presbyte-
rian.  After the decision was made to seek an Interim Pastor, I was interviewed and asked by the 
Session to come.  The decision about how long I will be your Interim Pastor will be made in con-
junction with the Presbyteryôs Committee on Ministry.  They want to make sure that you are 
ready to begin a relationship with a called pastor, but they also donôt want you to wait longer 

than you need.  (Nor do I.) 
 

 And because I am your pastor, there is nothing you canôt do while I am here that you 
couldnôt do with a called minister.  In fact, that is one of the advantages of having an Interim; you 
can keep on keeping on.  And as much as I enjoy being here, you cannot call me as your next 

minister.   
 

 If you have other questions, please donôt hesitate to give me a call or talk to one of the 

members of Session. 

      Blessings, 

      Rev. Charlotte 
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Å The Deacons met on Tuesday, March 

2nd, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Å The Board of Trustees  met  Monday, 

March 8th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Å The Session  will meet Thursday, March 

25th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

David Nash Larry Stephenson 

Warren Coil Marjorie Athey 

Jordan Grant Paul Engle 

Garrett Harper Don & Katy Moore 

Charles Wyatt Sr. & Jr. Evanelle James 

Michael & Chasity Sitty Bob Wilson 

Ruth Thornberry Margaret Wear 

Tom Rodgers Carrie Stephenson 

Tamika Miller Jack Waddle 

Ike Lashutka Jane Dunn 

other church members who are willing and 
able to back me up with our prayer chain via 

email. 
 

  Also, please remember the Prayer Chain, 
Bonnie Arnold will take prayer requests from 
8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. at (740) 335-3218  
and Debbie Wollam  will take prayer requests 
from 5:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m. by phone 

at (740)335-5085. 
 

  Please share this info with any members of 
our church, family members, and friends to 

help keep everyone up to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail Prayer Chain 
 

  In order to keep our Prayer Chain via email 
going, please email your requests to fpcpray-
ers@sbcglobal.net.   I will be able to receive any 
emails where I am on a 24/7 basis.  Also I have 

E-mail Prayer Chain  

 

 Letôs pray for our congregation and especially for 
the church leaders to continue to seek Godôs 

guidance. 
 

God bless you prayer warriors! 
 

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session 

(740)505-3698 or mact1905@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Å World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2010  
Å Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, 2010  
Å Girl Scout Sunday, March 7, 2010  
Å Spring Fest Conference for church officers, March 13, 2010  
Å Fourth Sunday in LentðCommunion observed  , March 14, 2010  
Å Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 14, 2010  
Å First Day of Spring, March 20, 2010 
Å Congregational Special Mtg.ðElection of 2010 Nominating Com-
mittee members-at-large, March 20, 2010 

Å Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, 2010  
Å Passion/Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010  
Å Holy Week, March 28-April 3, 2010 
Å Maundy Thursday ServiceðSeder Feast, April 1, 2010 
Å Easter SundayðCommunion observed, April 4, 2010 
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