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ñAnd the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together.ò    

Isaiah 40:5  (NRSV).     

 Like many other people my age, my children have been responsible for keep-

ing me up to date with the current technology.  This year, John and I have added Face-

book to our growing list of ways to communicate.  I am amazed how often it has pro-

�Y�L�G�H�G���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V�� 

 After all the rush and bustle of Thanksgiving Day was over �± the excitement, 

joy, and hard work of so many here at First Presbyterian and then our family dinner 

with close friends �± �,���F�K�H�F�N�H�G���R�X�W���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�������0�\���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V���V�W�D�W�X�V���V�D�L�G���L�W���D�O�O�����³�(�O�O�L�H��
�2�¶�1�H�L�O���K�D�G���D���Y�H�U�\���K�X�P�E�O�L�Q�J���7�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�D�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���´�����,���D�P���V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���,���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W��
have said it better myself.   

 The countless hours of hard work that had gone into the day, humbled me but 

�W�K�D�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���Z�K�D�W���K�X�P�E�O�H�G���P�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W�������,�Q�V�W�H�D�G���L�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���M�R�\���D�Q�G���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V��
all around Persinger Hall.  And, of course, the realization that we were able to give oth-

ers something they may not have had otherwise �± a hot, homemade Thanksgiving 

�P�H�D�O�����P�D�Q�\���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���R�X�W���W�R���E�H���Z�L�W�K���X�V�������*�R�G�¶�V���7�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J��
Miracle! 

 �6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�Q�����,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���D���O�R�W���D�E�R�X�W���E�H�L�Q�J���K�X�P�E�O�H�������,�W���L�V�Q�¶�W���H�D�V�\���W�R���G�R��
�Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���³�G�R���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�����E�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�´���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�������1�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����W�K�L�V���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���R�I���K�X�P�L�O��
ity seems to be very important for our Advent preparations. 

 �,�Q���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�����Z�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�L�I�W���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���V�R�Q���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�������$�O�O��
around us, we are beaconed to celebrate Christmas now with food, festivities, and pre-

�V�H�Q�W�V�������'�R�Q�¶�W���P�L�V�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���P�H�����D�W���P�\���K�R�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���D�O�O���W�K�U�H�H�������+�R�Z��
ever, Advent requires more of us than just that.   

 Although the origins for the season of Advent are somewhat obscure, Advent 

probably began in the fifth or sixth century as a penitential observance, similar to our 

�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�F�H���R�I���/�H�Q�W�������7�R�G�D�\�����$�G�Y�H�Q�W���L�V���P�R�U�H���R�I���D���M�R�\�I�X�O���D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V��
coming.   

 �:�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�¶�V���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�����,���X�U�J�H���\�R�X���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�L�P�H���R�X�W���R�I���\�R�X�U��
busy Christmas schedule to ready yourself for the coming of Christ, realizing that Jesus 

humbled himself, to bring us new life and to teach us how to live loving God and lov-

ing one another.   

 So this Advent, light some advent candles at home, pick up an Advent devo-

tional (copies of The Upper Room and These Days are available on the table outside 

the office for a small donation), come to church, take time to help someone in need, or 

�M�X�V�W���V�S�H�Q�G���V�R�P�H���T�X�L�H�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���S�U�D�\�H�U���D�V�N�L�Q�J�����³�&�R�P�H���/�R�U�G���-�H�V�X�V�����T�X�L�F�N�O�\���F�R�P�H���´�� 

 Come Lord Jesus into our hearts so that we might celebrate your incarnation 

with great joy and renewed lives. 

    Blessings, 

    Charlotte  

 

 

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���'�H�V�N���R�I���5�H�Y�����&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���«���� 

 

 


