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ñôWell done, good and faithful servant!...Come and share your materôs happiness.ôò   Matthew 25:21  (NIV).     

 

Rejoice in the Lord.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let you 

requests be known to God.  And the peace of God, with surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   

from Paulôs letter to the Philippians, chapter 4  
 

 As I sit down to write this, it seems hard to believe that I have been in your 

midst for a month ï time goes by so quickly!  
 

 For all the ways that you have made me feel welcome, thank you.  Your hospi-

tality is, not only a gift that I have appreciated, it is also a spiritual practice that en-

riches the life of the whole community.   When we are able to reach out with Christôs 

love to others, we grow in love ourselves.  If I havenôt had an opportunity to meet you 

yet, please introduce yourself to me.  If you are aware of any pastoral needs, please call 

me. 
 

 I know that First Presbyterian Church has been through a lot in the last several 

months.  I am impressed and grateful for the faithfulness with which the members and 

church leaders have faced the challenges of the recent past and for your willingness to 

go forward with the faith that God will lead the church into better times.  I know that 

some have been hurt deeply by the events of the last year, but I am also confident that 

God gives us hope and healing for the future. 
 

 The apostle Paul relied on this hope when he wrote to the church in Philippi.  

Even though Paul was in prison under a death sentence from Rome, he is full of 

thanksgiving and joy.  And although we cannot be sure the exact nature of the prob-

lems the Philippian church was facing, we know from the letter itself that there was 

conflict and tensions inside the church community and threats of persecution from out-

side.  The great witness of this letter is that Paul is not only able to place his confidence 

in God, he can assure the church that they too must place their confidence for the future 

in Godôs hands. 
 

But what I think is the most remarkable thing is the way that Paul exhorts us to 

pray and to live out our life together.  Instead of living in worry and fear, Paul asks us 

to rejoice, to be gentle, and to make our needs known to God even as we thank God for 

all the ways that God has blessed us already.  I am confident that as God has richly 

blessed this congregation in the past, God will continue to bless us in the future.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Charlotte    
 

As First Presbyterian Church Goes Forward é.. 
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September Attendance  

06thð189       

13thð 70 

20thð103 

27thð89  

 

October Meetings: 

Å Food Pantry Volunteers and all 

interested and all interested par-

ties will be held Thursday, Oct. 

8th at 6:30 p.m. in the pantry. This is 

to go over the changes made and set 

our priorities for the upcoming year. 
  

Å The Board of Trustees  will meet 

Monday, October 12th, 2009 at 7:00 

p.m.  
 

Å The Deacons will meet on                  

Tuesday, October 13th, 2009 at 7:00 

p.m. 
 

Å The Session  will meet Thursday, 

October 22nd, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

Jack Waddle Glenn Thompson 

Susan Craig Gail Storts 

Paul Piper Paul Engle 

Al Goldberg Elizabeth Miller 

Richard Keiser Hershel Taylor 

Becky Mount Carol Reno 

Ted Croft Barbara Seitz 

Lois Boyer John Hutchings 

Helen Morgan Vernie Wade 

Evanelle James Jane Dunn 

Debbie Wollam  will take prayer requests 

from 5:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m. by 

phone at (740)335-5085. 
 

  Please share this info with any members 

of our church, family members, and 

friends to help keep everyone up to date. 
 

 Letôs pray for our congregation and 

especially for the church leaders to con-

tinue to seek Godôs guidance. 
 

God bless you prayer warriors! 
 

E-mail Prayer Chain 
 

  In order to keep our Prayer Chain 

via email going, please email your 

requests to fpcprayers@sbcglobal.net.   

I will be able to receive any emails 

where I am on a 24/7 basis.  Also I have 

other church members who are willing and 

able to back me up with our prayer chain via 

email. 
 

  Also, please remember that Bonnie Arnold 

will take prayer requests from 8:00 a.m. 

through 5:00 p.m. at (740) 335-3218  and 

E-mail Prayer Chain  

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session 

(740)505-3698 or mact1905@yahoo.com 

 

 

Special dates: 

 

 

 
ÅWorld Communion Sunday, October 4, 2009 

  
ÅColumbus Day Observance, October 12, 2009 

  
ÅReformation Sunday, October 25, 2009  

 
ÅReformation Day, October 31, 2009  
 

 

 

mailto:fpcprayers@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mact1905@yahoo.com
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Session Wants You to Knowé.  

 

Reverend Charlotte OôNeil began her interim term with us on Tuesday, August 25th. Two days later on Thursday, she was 

moderating our session meeting and getting to know who we are and how we are serving on Session. 

 

Your Elders continue to be busy with all the different councils. The Strategic Planning Council has planned the ñEvening of 

Historical Reflectionò on October 4th.  The Stewardship Council has a Leadership Luncheon scheduled for November 8th 

and the Consecration Sunday worship service followed with our Celebration Dinner on November 15th.  The Personnel 

Council and the Trustees have hired a new employee to assume the cleaning duties at our church. The Christian Growth 

Council has kicked off the new Sunday School program.  The Worship Council is constantly following up with the logistics 

of our worship services.  Hospitality is planning a fall hayride.   

 

Also the Mission Council is busier than ever on Wednesdays.  The Wednesday Night Free Supper program has grown to the 

point that 100-120 meals are now prepared. The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has volunteered to furnish the desserts for 

the first Wednesday of every month for these suppers.  Mission Council has also received word that Denny Smith of the 

Bunker Grill at the Washington Country Club will be volunteering to furnish the soup for one Wednesday of the month.  

Volunteers are always welcomed! 

 

The Nominating Council will be meeting soon and be searching for new officers to serve beginning in January 2010.  Please 

keep this council and church members who will be asked to serve in prayer. 

 

If you like to be in know about our Presbytery of the Scioto Valley, the PSV website is www.psvonline.org.  This site has 

lots of information about resources as well as what is happening in our Presbytery.  The site also features one or two the 113 

congregations within the PSV each month.  This is a good site to learn what part the First Presbyterian Church WCH is of 

the PSV. 

 

If you have any questions and/or concerns about your church, please remember that the leadership teaméthe Session, Trus-

tees, Deacons, Clerk of Session are available to answer the questions.  We may not have the answers immediately, but we 

will try to get the answers. 

 

God bless. 

Arlene Thompson Clerk of Session 

mact1905@yahoo.com 

740.505.3698 

 

 

 

         

Session Wants You to Know é. 
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Your Board of Trustees remains dili-

gently at work and hopefully doing 

the work that God is leading us to do 

in His church.  An update on the 

Blakely Trust tells us that all docu-

ments have been signed off and are 

now in the hands of Judge Hammond. 

As we have been so patient all this 

time, we will remain patient to hear 

from her.  We will then have 90 days 

to make disbursement to the hospital 

and this will be completed and behind 

us.  We will have many decisions to 

make regarding how and when we as 

a congregation will be using these 

funds.  THEY WILL REMAIN IIN-

VESTED!!!!  
  
  If you see dead bugs lying around 

downstairs, we just want you to know 

that we are spraying and trying to 

bring them out from hiding!!!!  Do 

not be alarmed, they won't hurt you. 

The roof is completed and has been 

inspected so payment will be made. 

There remains a bit of detail work to 

do but that should be finished 

soon.  Thank you to all who have 

supported this project and especially 

to Norm, Dr. Heiny, Ed Thompson, 

and chairperson, Wilma Dorn for the 

dedicated job they did on the Cross 

Committee. That truly is seeing God's 

hand at work here in our church. 
   
  Les Bloedel and the trustees are 

working on defining and providing 

descriptions for the job as trustee of 

our church.  As changes come about, 

we hope to simplify but specifically 

set forth ideas that will help us in our 

accounting practices and allow those 

who come aboard to serve, to know 

ahead of time what their responsibili-

ties are in acting as a Trustee of our 

church.  
 

  We welcomed Rev. OôNeil at our 

September meeting and we appreciate 

the interest she is taking in our church 

and we appreciate her leader-

ship.  Thank God for His calling to 

her and we feel very blessed. 
 

  Some are asking about the house-

keeping of the church. A proposal 

will be given to the session this week 

and we hope to be hiring our own 

housekeeping personnel for at least 

12 hours a week.  Norm Chaney has 

been working very hard on the job 

description  and the job require-

ments.  Be patient with us as this will 

be a three month trial.  
 

  Remember, we are here for you and 

if you have any questions or concerns 

please share them with any trustee 

member.  
  
    May Gods peace be with you all.   
                                                                             

Sincerely, 

Carol Halliday and  

the Board of Trustees 
 

Just in:  The word is in the Blakeley 

Estate has been approved by Judge 

Hammond,  more information will 

follow in the next edition of The 

Deacon Beacon. 

 

 

   
 

The Food Pantry served 

149 families in August, 

270 adults and 194 chil-

dren making a total of 

464 persons served.  

With the increase of people using the 

pantry, we have become more of a 

monthly supplemental pantry than the 

emergency food pantry we were in 

the past. 
  

  We have been using the ñChoice 

Pantryò the entire month of August 

and although there were several 

ñkinksò in the beginning of the month 

we are working along smoothly at 

present.   The recipients to the pantry 

seem to like the option of picking the 

food items that their families will use 

and donôt mind waiting while their 

order is filled.  This system does re-

quire that we have more volunteers 

working on each shift, especially with 

the increase in the number of people 

coming to the Pantry.  Because of 

that, we have added several new vol-

unteers to the pantry staff:  Pat Gall, 

Monday; Cheryl Fisher, Wednesdays; 

Karen Bernard, Monday;  Diane Ev-

ans, Mondays and Mary Mossbarger, 

Wednesdays. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karen Bloedel 

 
 

  

The Mission Council met in 

Persinger Hall on September 

2, 2009.  The following 

items were discussed:           

Socks for the Well, it was decided to 

announce to the congregation that we 

would collect socks for the month of 

September to donate to the clothing 

ministry at the ñWellò 
 

 

Soup Dinners ï we will continue 

at FP to serve all who come as 

well as those who wish carry-

outs as long as we can afford to 

continue to do so. 
 

Green Wares- these are dispos-

able dish products that keep 

peace with our environment, 

such as plates, bowls, cups, flat-

ware.  Mission Council decided 

to fund the stocking of these 

ñgreenò products for all church 

groups to use.  We will keep 

them in storage behind the stage 

and are available to everyone.  

We are ordering in bulk to keep 

the cost down availability up. 
 

Fair Trade Christmas Store- this 

season we will be hosting a gift 

store which includes items con-

sidered to be Fair Trade.   In 

todayôs world economy, where 

profits rule and small-scale pro-

duces are left out of the bargain-

ing process, formers, craft pro-

ducers and other workers are 

often left without resources or 

hope for their future.  Fair Trade 

helps exploited producers escape 

from this cycle and gives them a 

way to maintain their traditional 

lifestyles with dignity.  Stay 

tuned for more info.  I know 

youôll find the right gift for that 

special someone at our gift shop. 
 

 
 

 


