
From the Desk of Rev. Charlotte é.. 

 

I N  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  

      The Deacon Beacon                         

JANUARY 2010 

Caring for Our Church 

Attendance & Meetings 

E-mail Prayer Chain 

2 

Session Wants You to 

Know 

Per Capita 

3 

Church Reports & 

News 
4-5 

Church Reports & 

News 
6 

Church Reports & 

News 
7 

Working Around the 

Church in January 
8 

      
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 

ñGracious Lord, just as youôve brought us to the threshold of this new year, guide us as we  

journey through each day.ò    

   

  When I was growing up we always had sauerkraut and pork on New Yearôs Day ï 

always.  My parents insisted; it was for ñgood luck.ò  For most of my growing up years 

it was a tradition that I didnôt much care for.  Years ago when my children were 

younger, I went to the internet to search for ñgood luck foods,ò (since my kids shared 

the same dislike for sauerkraut as I once did) and found a wealth of suggestions for 

bringing good luck in the New Year.   
 

  Of course, as Christians, we know that our well-being is not left to good luck supersti-

tions or charms.  We know that God, who claims and calls us in baptism, also watches 

over us and keeps us for our entire life, bring us home at last to him when our earthly 

life is over. 
 

  Even so, it is interesting to look these New Year traditions.  Among all the things we 

do to bring us luck ï making noise at midnight, toasting the New Year with friends and 

family, and eating certain foods ï I found this.  One of the suggestions for good luck 

was to open the doors of your house so the past year can leave unimpeded.   
 

  In this suggestion, I find some spiritual wisdom.  For myself, one of the things that I 

need to do is to let go of those things in the last year that have brought me hurt or dis-

appointment, those things that havenôt gone as well as I wanted them to, and those 

things that I have fretted over. 
 

  Maybe you arenôt like me, but most of us carry things around with us that become 
excessive baggage.  We worry about things that are past or things that we have little 

control over.  We feel regret or sadness over something that we have done, or some-

thing that we havenôt done.  When we hold on to our past disappointments and hurts, 

they can bring on resentment and bitterness.  And when we are unable to forgive our-

selves for our own shortcomings or let go of ways that others have hurt us, it affects 

our relationships and leads to more anxiety and worry. 
 

  This can be true for our church community as well.  There is no doubt that 2009 was a 

difficult year at First Presbyterian, but I believe that God calls us to reconcile ourselves 

to one another and to move forward into the future that he places before us. 
 

  I didnôt open the doors at midnight, but my prayer for the New Year is that all of us 

will seek reconciliation where we need to, and then let go and trust God to lead us in 

ways that bring peace to others and to our own lives. 

 May the New Year bring you and your loved ones many blessings. 
 

      Grace and peace, 

Rev Charlotte 

 

A prayer for the new 

year  

Eternal God, thank you for 

bringing us once again to 

the threshold of a new 

year. Help us dedicate 

each day of 2010 to fol-

lowing your will for our 

lives. Guide us, Lord, in 

all our decisions and ac-

tions, day by day and hour 

by hour. Help us accom-

plish all that you desire for 

us to do, until our mission 

on earth is finished. In 

Jesusô name we pray. 

Amen. 
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06thð 111 

13thð  96 

20thð   80 

27thð  88 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Å The Board of Trustees  will meet 

Monday, January 11th, 2010 at 7:00 

p.m.  

 

Å The Deacons will meet on                  

Tuesday, January 19th, 2010 at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Å The Session  will meet Thursday, 

January 28th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Mary Orr Jack Waddle 

Susan Craig Gail Storts 

Paul Piper Paul Engle 

Al Goldberg Jane Dunn 

Glenn Thompson Evanelle James 

Becky Mount Carol Reno 

Ted Croft Barbara Seitz 

Lois Boyer John Hutchings 

Helen Morgan Vernie Wade 

Alex Behrends Bob Wilson 

Bonnie Arnold will take prayer requests 

from 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. at (740) 

335-3218  and Debbie Wollam  will take 

prayer requests from 5:00 p.m. through 

10:00 p.m. by phone at (740)335-5085. 
 

  Please share this info with any members 

of our church, family members, and 

friends to help keep everyone up to date. 
 

 Letôs pray for our congregation and espe-

cially for the church leaders to continue 

to seek Godôs guidance. 
 

E-mail Prayer 

Chain 
 

  In order to keep our 

Prayer Chain via 

email going, please 

email your requests to fpcpray-

ers@sbcglobal.net.   I will be able to receive 

any emails where I am on a 24/7 basis.  

Also I have other church members who are 

willing and able to back me up with our 

prayer chain via email. 
 

  Also, please remember the Prayer Chain, 

E-mail Prayer Chain  

God bless you prayer warriors! 
 

Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session 

(740)505-3698 or mact1905@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Å New Yearôs Day, January 1, 2010  
Å Epiphany, January 6, 2010  
Å Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2010  
Å Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2010  
Å Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2010 
Å Annual Reports due, February 1, 2010  
Å Annual Meeting of the Congregation, February 21, 2010  
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