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  As you can see, the Deacon Beacon looks a lot different this month.  You might think of it 
as a “special edition.”  Due to some technical problems in the church office, we aren’t able to 
produce what you are accustomed to seeing, but we wanted to get you some important 
information about the life of First Presbyterian Church.  For that reason, please take the time to 
look it over carefully so that you don’t miss any of the exciting things that are happening in 
February. 
 
 February is the beginning of Lent, a period of preparation for the Easter season.  Lent 
began as a time of final preparation for those wishing to profess their faith in Jesus Christ.  (The 
entire length of preparation could be as long as three years!)  During a service beginning the night 
before Easter and ending on Easter morning, new members of the church would be baptized and 
welcomed into the community of faith.  Our modern day observance of Lent is a combination of 
somber observance of a Lenten discipline (prayer, fasting, and reflection), and a time to renew our 
commitment to follow Jesus in our daily lives. 
 
 Perhaps in the past you have given up something for Lent (chocolate is a common thing).   
Giving something up is an act of self-denial similar to fasting.  Maybe in the past you have engaged 
in an act of service (like the Wednesday Night Soup Suppers).   Maybe you have engaged in a 
special devotional practice or group study.  Whatever, you do to observe Lent, it is an opportunity 
to grow in faith. 
 
 With that in mind, I would like to invite you to consider using this Lent to prepare yourself 
for the wonder of Easter.  Of course, our Lenten journey always begins with worship.  In addition to 
our regular Sunday worsip, there will be a celebration of The Lord’s Supper on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17, at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 I will also be leading a Lenten group from 12-1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays in the parlor.  We will 
be reading together, Knowing God’s Triune Story, by  your own devotion time.   
 
 Finally, please come and join us for a different kind of Annual Meeting during the worship 
on February 21.  We hope to celebrate our life together as we look towards the future that God is 
preparing for us. 
 
       Blessings, 
       Rev. Charlotte 

 

From the Desk of Rev. Charlotte 

 

  

 

  



 

Deacon Beacon Page 2 of 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  Session met on Thursday, January 28th in the downstairs Sunday School room for its regular scheduled 
meeting.  Session approved for all Session meetings to be opened with devotions that will include 
observance of communion.  The Session meetings are open for anyone.  If you wish to address Session, 
please make your request known prior to the meeting to Reverend Charlotte or the Clerk of Session. 

 Session approved a 2010 Budget as presented by the Board of Trustees. 

 Session elected Les Bloedel to continue to serve as our Church Treasurer. 

 Next regular scheduled meeting will be Thursday, February 25th. 

 There will be a joint meeting of Session, Board of Deacons, and the Board of Trustees on February 8
th

, 
beginning with a potluck at 5:30 p.m.  The joint meeting will be between 6:15 – 7:30 p.m.  Trustees 
regular scheduled meeting will follow.  There are three more joint meetings scheduled for the 2010 
year…..May 17, August 15, and November 18. 

 The Congregational Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 21, 2010.  This meeting will be called to 
order at 10:15 a.m. and will be incorporated into our worship service.  We will enjoy reviewing 2009 
with pictures and elect five members-at-large and two alternates to the 2010 Nominating Committee. 
The service with this required meeting will give us a time to worship our God with praise and glory to 
Him for our past year and faithfulness in Him for our future. 

 The next Presbytery meeting will be February 16, 2010 at Hilliard Presbyterian. 

 Reverend Charlotte, Sara Creamer, Elaine Crutcher, Lisa Hall, Jennifer Pieratt, and Dick Glass attended 
the Partners In Education program for church officers training at Hilliard Presbyterian Church on 
Saturday, January 9

th
. 

 Welcome and thank you to the new officers joining the church boards. 

 As of Session January 28
th

 meeting, which was its organizational meeting, the following are the Councils: 
 
WORSHIP:  Mary Stolsenberg, Dick Glass 
CHRISTIAN GROWTH:  Annette Garland, Gary Campbell, Cindy Sagar 
 Youth Program/Leader Committee:  Jon Dorfmeyer, Cindy Sagar, Christy Wall 
MISSION:  Jennifer Pieratt, Lisa Hall 
FINANCE:  Jon Dorfmeyer, Christy Wall 
 Stewardship:  Annette Garland 
HOSPITALITY/MEMBERSHIP:  Gary Campbell, Linda Maurer, Sue Maddux 
PERSONNEL:  Sue Maddux, Lisa Hall, Warren Craig 
STRATEGIC PLANNING:  Jennifer Pieratt, Dick Glass 
NOMINATING:  Warren Craig, Jon Dorfmeyer 

 
PLEASE NOTE OUR BY-LAWS MAY REQUIRE REPRESENTATION FROM THE OTHER TWO BOARDS AND 
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE.  IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN ANY OF THESE COUNCILS PLEASE CONTACT ONE 
OF THE ELDERS AND/OR REVEREND CHARLOTTE. 
 

Please pray for all of your church officers as they serve our Lord. 
 
For Him, 
Arlene Thompson, Clerk of Session 
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The Pantry was very busy in December serving 224 families.  The families consisted of 272 children and 401 adults totaling 721 
persons.  Cherry Hill and Belle-Aire Schools and the Miami Trace Bus Drivers both held food drives for the Pantry.  As in the past, 
there were several large donations at the end of December.  Early in January, we will have both a large shopping trip at Aldi’s and 
will also receive our monthly food shipment from Mid Ohio Food Bank.   I’d like to thank all of you at First Presbyterian Church who 
have been so supportive and helpful with this Mission of our Church.  I feel that we have truly made a difference for many families in 
Fayette County.  Respectfully submitted:  K Bloedel, Coordinator  
 

Fayette County Food Pantry  - Year End Report 
 This has been a year of changes for the Pantry.  The number of people served in 2009 has increased 67.5% from last year.  We 
served 1,662 families in 2009, totaling 5,515 persons. 
 There were 17 food drives organized by the schools, community organizations and businesses.  We also received support from our 
15 partner churches and other individual members in Fayette County.  Three memorials were set up at the Pantry in 2009.  They 
were for John Halliday, Michael Miller and Father Frank Klamet. 
The highlights in 2009 were: 
 

 Feed the Children:  We distributed 1000 Hygiene Boxes and 1000 Food Boxes to Fayette County residents on 
February 28

th
 at Willis Lumber Co., with the help of many, many volunteers 

 Grants:   We applied for, and received, three grants for the purchase of food:  $2,750.00 from The Fayette County 
Charitable Foundation, $3,665.00 from Community Action Emergency Food and Shelter Fund and $4,050.00 from 
DHLôs Chartable Assistance Fund. 

 Frequency of pantry visits:  In June, because of increased need in Fayette County, the pantry began serving 
people monthly instead of every other month.  

 Choice Pantry:  In August we implemented the ñChoice Pantryò.  This system allows the recipients to select their 
own items from our stock of grains, vegetables, fruits, meat, and miscellaneous non perishable items.  Each 
family is given 23 ï 32 items plus the extra fresh items available, based on family size. 

 Mid Ohio Food Bank:  In October we started ordering food from the Mid Ohio Food Bank and received our first 
delivery on November 11

th
, 2009.  The cost savings on items available is significant which will help preserve our 

funds but not everything that we provide is available.  We will continue to count on the community for donations 
and to do some shopping locally. 
 

There are presently 20 volunteers from 1
st

 Presbyterian and other churches that regularly work weekly shifts at the pantry and 10 – 
15 additional volunteers for substitution, shopping trips and helping with the unloading of the Mid Ohio Food Bank deliveries.  God 
calls us to reach out to each other. . . thank you so much for your support and prayers for the Pantry in 2009.  Respectfully 
submitted:  K. Bloedel    

 
  
     
 
    Boy Scout Troop 112 began the new year with a winter hike at Old Man’s Cave the third week of January.  On January 20

th
, a 

Board of Review was held for the scout who renovated the church courtyard.  This is the final step a boy must pass before being 
awarded the Eagle Scout rank, which is Scouting’s highest honor.  The Board of Review approved Troy Williamson to be the next 
Eagle Scout from Troop 112. 
      Boy Scout Troop 112 will hold a Court of Honor on February 1

st
 for scouts to receive merit badges that they have earned. 

      Cub Scout Pack 112 began the month of January with a ‘Pie in the Face” night for cub leaders Dan Bishop, John Pickelheimer, and 
Brian Stults.  Boys who sold popcorn were allowed to throw whipped-cream “pies” at the leaders.  The top six sellers additionally 
were able to throw “slime” at the leaders. ‘  
      On Saturday, January 9

th
, the Cub scouts held a carnival event at Heritage Church Hall.  Cub scouts played on an inflatable 

obstacle course and “bounce house”, toured the new Washington Police station, and observed various science experiments 
including exploding 2-liter bottles of soda pop and exploding sawdust (outside, and from a safe distance, of course!)  Cubs also made 
their own slime to take home.    
       Nine leaders from the Scout Troop and Cub Scout dens participated in a day-long training at the “Scouting University” the last 
part of January. 
       Both the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts will participate in the annual Scout Sunday, which will be held in our church on Sunday, 
February 7

th
.   This is a special year for the Scouting movement as it is the 100

th
 anniversary of Scouting in the United States.  Also 

during February, the Cub Scouts will work on finishing their advancement requirements in preparation for the Blue and Gold 
Banquet in March.  

 Scouts Activities 
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     Relay for Life  Valentine Dinner   February 13th 
 

Don't forget to get your tickets for our Valentine's dinner.  Time is running out. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under.  The dinner will be held at 
Luigi's Italian Restaurant (AKA Persinger Hall) on February 13 @ 6:00.  Delicious food, 
romantic atmosphere, and fabulous entertainment are all promised for one low price.  
Please bring your friends and enjoy a delightful evening out.  Call the church if you would 
like to make a reservation. 
Your support is so important to cancer victims and survivors and all of us who would like 
to eradicate this dreadful disease. 

 
 

Family Fun Night    February 21st 
 

Bring a friend and enjoy an evening with your church family.  Invite a friend to come along 
with you.  Between 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. Sunday, February 21

st
 our Hospitalty Council is 

hosting a Family Fun Night in the Persinger Hall.  Hot Dogs, Sloppy Jos, brownies, and 
drinks will be provided.  You are asked to bring your favorite snack dish to add to the 
menu.  You and your friend can plan to enjoy playing cards, board games, dominos, and 
viewing a DVD of David Pendleton performance. David is a very talented ventriloquist who 
will have all of us laughing. 

 
      

     Noodle Making     February 27th 

          We’re on the Web! 
             www.fpcwcho.org   Last month Mission Council hosted a bread baking demonstration lead   
     by Sara  Creamer.  This month the learning/sharing time will be noodle   
     making.  Come with your recipe and share or plan to come and ask    
     questions.  It will be fun along with some very good tasting! 

      
 
 
 
 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 217 
Washington Court House, OH  43160 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 217 
214 North Hinde Street 

Washington Court House 
Ohio  43160 

 
PHONE: 

740.335.2067 
 

FAX: 
740.335.6167 

 
E-MAIL: 

firstpreswcho@sbcglobal.net 
 

Prayer Request E-MAIL: 
fpcprayers@sbcglobal.net 

 

mailto:firstpreswcho@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fpcprayers@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
P.O. Box 217 

Washington Court House, OH 43160 
  

   


